Sept 17, 2019
Craig Jelinek
President and CEO
Costco Wholesale Corporation
999 Lake Dr.
Issaquah, WA 98027
Dear Mr. Jelinek,
We are writing to urge you to take immediate and concrete action to protect the Amazon rainforest and
other ecosystems that are being devastated by deforestation driven by huge cattle and soy animal feed
companies.
The burning of the Amazon and the darkening of skies have captured the world’s conscience. But while
much of the blame for the fires has rightly fallen on Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro for directly
encouraging the burning of forests and the seizure of Indigenous Peoples’ lands the incentive for the
destruction comes from large-scale international meat and soy animal feed companies like Cargill,
Bunge, and JBS.
Global brands that buy from these suppliers and sell to the public are creating the international markets
and providing the finances for the fires and deforestation. Ten years ago, Consumer Goods Forum
(CGF) members made a commitment to end deforestation in their supply chains by 2020, with an
emphasis on high risk commodities such as soy, cattle, palm oil, and pulp and paper. Five years later,
at the 2014 Climate Summit in New York, 60 additional companies joined in this pledge as a part of the
landmark New York Declaration on Forests.
As the 2020 deadline approaches, it is increasingly apparent that the majority of these companies will
fail to achieve this goal.
While your company and others urged reform in the supply chain, major purchases from those same
suppliers driving deforestation have continued – even as your calls for change were ignored.
As a result, the companies most directly responsible for driving deforestation, such as Cargill, Bunge,
and JBS, have been able to continue business as usual without significant consequences. It is largely
because of this failure to act that the Amazon is burning today.
It is time for clear consequences to deforestation. Not in ten more years, not in five. Today.
We call on your company to:
●

Immediately cease purchases and financing of any company responsible for destruction of
forests and other native ecosystems or the theft of Indigenous and local community lands, and
adopt an immediate supplier suspension policy for future violations.

●

Require suppliers to establish industry-wide mechanisms to monitor and stop destruction of
native ecosystems across South America.

●

Establish and implement a zero-tolerance policy for attacks on environmental and human rights
defenders and civil society advocates.

●

Move rapidly towards only buying from countries that are increasing their natural forest cover
and protecting the rights of Indigenous Peoples, including Free Prior and Informed Consent.

●

Work with civil society to actively and publicly support government efforts to protect native
ecosystems and the rights of Indigenous Peoples and local communities through stronger
regulatory frameworks and enforcement.

●

Require suppliers to implement regenerative agro-ecological farming practices that verifiably
improve soil health, water quality, and biodiversity.

●

Set a public, science-based target to rapidly shift a significant portion of protein sales towards
plant-based options.

The pathway to sustainability requires protecting native ecosystems, upholding the rights of local
communities and indigenous peoples, and transitioning to models of production based on agroecological methods and agroforestry. The first step is to end the destruction happening today by taking
accountability for your role in the catastrophe unfolding in South America, and once and for all provide
your customers products that are compatible with a living planet and healthy communities.
Sincerely,
Mighty Earth
Friends of the Earth
Amazon Watch
Center for Biological Diversity
Natural Resources Defense Council
Center for International Policy
Rainforest Action Network
Sierra Club
Danmarks Naturfredningsforening
Forest Peoples Programme
Brainforest
Canopée
Dogwood Alliance
Mothers Out Front
Rettet den Regenwald
The Humane League
Climate Reality
SumOfUs
The Climate Reality Project Canada
Both ENDS
Al-Haq
Endangered Species Coalition
Center for Environment
Climate Hawks Vote
Coast Range Association
Corporate Accountability Lab

Divest Invest Protect
Due Process of Law Foundation
EcoLawDefenders
Encompass
Environmental Protection Information Center
ESG Transparency Initiative
Estonian Forest Aid
Everyone Orchestra
Extinction Rebellion
Farm Forward
FORESTS FOREVER
Foundation Earth
FOUR PAWS
Grounded
Healer
Hospital Alemán
IInstitute for Agriculture and Trade Policy
InterAmerican Clean Energy Institute
International Accountability Project
International Rivers
Klamath Forest Alliance
Klamath-Siskiyou Wildlands Center
KMBB
LANUV NRW
Mercy For Animals
Native Forest Council
New York Communities for Change (NYCC)
Northland Sustainable Solutions
One Global Democracy
Project Laundry List
Public Eye
RESTORE: The North Woods Inc
Salem Alliance for the Environment
Sama Sanctuary
Sinergia Animal
Tech Five
The Field Museum
The Land and Sea Institute
TransChance Health
Transforma
USP
Valk Solutions
Viaje a la Sostenibilidad
Walk Score
Women's Earth and Climate Action Network (WECAN)
Frauenkraft
Chesapeake Climate Action Network
CREDO
Green Corps

Sept 17, 2019
Gordon Reid
President and CEO
Stop & Shop
1385 Hancock St.
Quincy, MA 02169

Dear Mr. Reid,
We are writing to urge you to take immediate and concrete action to protect the Amazon rainforest and
other ecosystems that are being devastated by deforestation driven by huge cattle and soy animal feed
companies.
The burning of the Amazon and the darkening of skies have captured the world’s conscience. But while
much of the blame for the fires has rightly fallen on Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro for directly
encouraging the burning of forests and the seizure of Indigenous Peoples’ lands the incentive for the
destruction comes from large-scale international meat and soy animal feed companies like Cargill,
Bunge, and JBS.
Global brands that buy from these suppliers and sell to the public are creating the international markets
and providing the finances for the fires and deforestation. Ten years ago, Consumer Goods Forum
(CGF) members made a commitment to end deforestation in their supply chains by 2020, with an
emphasis on high risk commodities such as soy, cattle, palm oil, and pulp and paper. Five years later,
at the 2014 Climate Summit in New York, 60 additional companies joined in this pledge as a part of the
landmark New York Declaration on Forests.
As the 2020 deadline approaches, it is increasingly apparent that the majority of these companies will
fail to achieve this goal.
While your company and others urged reform in the supply chain, major purchases from those same
suppliers driving deforestation have continued – even as your calls for change were ignored.
As a result, the companies most directly responsible for driving deforestation, such as Cargill, Bunge,
and JBS, have been able to continue business as usual without significant consequences. It is largely
because of this failure to act that the Amazon is burning today.
It is time for clear consequences to deforestation. Not in ten more years, not in five. Today.
We call on your company to:
●

Immediately cease purchases and financing of any company responsible for destruction of
forests and other native ecosystems or the theft of Indigenous and local community lands, and
adopt an immediate supplier suspension policy for future violations.

●

Require suppliers to establish industry-wide mechanisms to monitor and stop destruction of
native ecosystems across South America.

●

Establish and implement a zero-tolerance policy for attacks on environmental and human rights
defenders and civil society advocates.

●

Move rapidly towards only buying from countries that are increasing their natural forest cover
and protecting the rights of Indigenous Peoples, including Free Prior and Informed Consent.

●

Work with civil society to actively and publicly support government efforts to protect native
ecosystems and the rights of Indigenous Peoples and local communities through stronger
regulatory frameworks and enforcement.

●

Require suppliers to implement regenerative agro-ecological farming practices that verifiably
improve soil health, water quality, and biodiversity.

●

Set a public, science-based target to rapidly shift a significant portion of protein sales towards
plant-based options.

The pathway to sustainability requires protecting native ecosystems, upholding the rights of local
communities and indigenous peoples, and transitioning to models of production based on agroecological methods and agroforestry. The first step is to end the destruction happening today by taking
accountability for your role in the catastrophe unfolding in South America, and once and for all provide
your customers products that are compatible with a living planet and healthy communities.
Sincerely,
Mighty Earth
Friends of the Earth
Amazon Watch
Center for Biological Diversity
Natural Resources Defense Council
Center for International Policy
Rainforest Action Network
Sierra Club
Danmarks Naturfredningsforening
Forest Peoples Programme
Brainforest
Canopée
Dogwood Alliance
Mothers Out Front
Rettet den Regenwald
The Humane League
Climate Reality
SumOfUs
The Climate Reality Project Canada
Both ENDS
Al-Haq
Endangered Species Coalition
Center for Environment
Climate Hawks Vote

Coast Range Association
Corporate Accountability Lab
Divest Invest Protect
Due Process of Law Foundation
EcoLawDefenders
Encompass
Environmental Protection Information Center
ESG Transparency Initiative
Estonian Forest Aid
Everyone Orchestra
Extinction Rebellion
Farm Forward
FORESTS FOREVER
Foundation Earth
FOUR PAWS
Grounded
Healer
Hospital Alemán
IInstitute for Agriculture and Trade Policy
InterAmerican Clean Energy Institute
International Accountability Project
International Rivers
Klamath Forest Alliance
Klamath-Siskiyou Wildlands Center
KMBB
LANUV NRW
Mercy For Animals
Native Forest Council
New York Communities for Change (NYCC)
Northland Sustainable Solutions
One Global Democracy
Project Laundry List
Public Eye
RESTORE: The North Woods Inc
Salem Alliance for the Environment
Sama Sanctuary
Sinergia Animal
Tech Five
The Field Museum
The Land and Sea Institute
TransChance Health
Transforma
USP
Valk Solutions
Viaje a la Sostenibilidad
Walk Score
Women's Earth and Climate Action Network (WECAN)
Frauenkraft
Chesapeake Climate Action Network
CREDO
Green Corps

Sept 17, 2019
Doug McMillon
President and CEO
Walmart
702 SW Eighth St. MS0240
Bentonville, AR 72716
Dear Mr. McMillon,
We are writing to urge you to take immediate and concrete action to protect the Amazon rainforest and
other ecosystems that are being devastated by deforestation driven by huge cattle and soy animal feed
companies.
The burning of the Amazon and the darkening of skies have captured the world’s conscience. But while
much of the blame for the fires has rightly fallen on Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro for directly
encouraging the burning of forests and the seizure of Indigenous Peoples’ lands the incentive for the
destruction comes from large-scale international meat and soy animal feed companies like Cargill,
Bunge, and JBS.
Global brands that buy from these suppliers and sell to the public are creating the international markets
and providing the finances for the fires and deforestation. Ten years ago, Consumer Goods Forum
(CGF) members made a commitment to end deforestation in their supply chains by 2020, with an
emphasis on high risk commodities such as soy, cattle, palm oil, and pulp and paper. Five years later,
at the 2014 Climate Summit in New York, 60 additional companies joined in this pledge as a part of the
landmark New York Declaration on Forests.
As the 2020 deadline approaches, it is increasingly apparent that the majority of these companies will
fail to achieve this goal.
While your company and others urged reform in the supply chain, major purchases from those same
suppliers driving deforestation have continued – even as your calls for change were ignored.
As a result, the companies most directly responsible for driving deforestation, such as Cargill, Bunge,
and JBS, have been able to continue business as usual without significant consequences. It is largely
because of this failure to act that the Amazon is burning today.
It is time for clear consequences to deforestation. Not in ten more years, not in five. Today.
We call on your company to:
●

Immediately cease purchases and financing of any company responsible for destruction of
forests and other native ecosystems or the theft of Indigenous and local community lands, and
adopt an immediate supplier suspension policy for future violations.

●

Require suppliers to establish industry-wide mechanisms to monitor and stop destruction of
native ecosystems across South America.

●

Establish and implement a zero-tolerance policy for attacks on environmental and human rights
defenders and civil society advocates.

●

Move rapidly towards only buying from countries that are increasing their natural forest cover
and protecting the rights of Indigenous Peoples, including Free Prior and Informed Consent.

●

Work with civil society to actively and publicly support government efforts to protect native
ecosystems and the rights of Indigenous Peoples and local communities through stronger
regulatory frameworks and enforcement.

●

Require suppliers to implement regenerative agro-ecological farming practices that verifiably
improve soil health, water quality, and biodiversity.

●

Set a public, science-based target to rapidly shift a significant portion of protein sales towards
plant-based options.

The pathway to sustainability requires protecting native ecosystems, upholding the rights of local
communities and indigenous peoples, and transitioning to models of production based on agroecological methods and agroforestry. The first step is to end the destruction happening today by taking
accountability for your role in the catastrophe unfolding in South America, and once and for all provide
your customers products that are compatible with a living planet and healthy communities.
Sincerely,
Mighty Earth
Friends of the Earth
Amazon Watch
Center for Biological Diversity
Natural Resources Defense Council
Center for International Policy
Rainforest Action Network
Sierra Club
Danmarks Naturfredningsforening
Forest Peoples Programme
Brainforest
Canopée
Dogwood Alliance
Mothers Out Front
Rettet den Regenwald
The Humane League
Climate Reality
SumOfUs
The Climate Reality Project Canada
Both ENDS
Al-Haq
Endangered Species Coalition
Center for Environment
Climate Hawks Vote
Coast Range Association
Corporate Accountability Lab

Divest Invest Protect
Due Process of Law Foundation
EcoLawDefenders
Encompass
Environmental Protection Information Center
ESG Transparency Initiative
Estonian Forest Aid
Everyone Orchestra
Extinction Rebellion
Farm Forward
FORESTS FOREVER
Foundation Earth
FOUR PAWS
Grounded
Healer
Hospital Alemán
IInstitute for Agriculture and Trade Policy
InterAmerican Clean Energy Institute
International Accountability Project
International Rivers
Klamath Forest Alliance
Klamath-Siskiyou Wildlands Center
KMBB
LANUV NRW
Mercy For Animals
Native Forest Council
New York Communities for Change (NYCC)
Northland Sustainable Solutions
One Global Democracy
Project Laundry List
Public Eye
RESTORE: The North Woods Inc
Salem Alliance for the Environment
Sama Sanctuary
Sinergia Animal
Tech Five
The Field Museum
The Land and Sea Institute
TransChance Health
Transforma
USP
Valk Solutions
Viaje a la Sostenibilidad
Walk Score
Women's Earth and Climate Action Network (WECAN)
Frauenkraft
Chesapeake Climate Action Network
CREDO
Green Corps

