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Key findings 
 

● Since 2016, 35,000 hectares, 4%, of primary forest has been lost in the South West region of Côte 
d’Ivoire 

● More than 70% of recorded deforestation took place in rural areas 

 The Western departments of Bloléquin and Toulépleu accounted for 75% of rural forest loss 
(55% of total losses) 

 Deforestation rates fell in the 2019 dry season, but total loss of rural forest remains likely within 
a decade  

● More than a quarter of the recorded deforestation took place in protected areas 

 The greatest areas lost were in Cavally and Goin-Debé 

 Deforestation rates are increasing in Goin-Debé and Cavally Mont Santé. The latter is at risk of 
total loss by 2024 

 The pace of deforestation eased in 2019 in Cavally 

 

This report sets out the 2019 forest loss trends and pattern figures for South West Côte d’Ivoire across 
administrative regions and protected areas. Forest loss refers to the destruction of primary forest. It is 
detected through fortnightly analysis of satellite data. Released in May 2019, the data in this report was 
collected up to April 2019 and covers the 2018/19 deforestation season (the dry season). 
 
Figure 1. This report focuses on the South West region of Côte d’Ivoire   

 
Note: dark green represents primary forest; light green represents degraded forest; orange and pink respectively represent cocoa and 
palm oil plantations. 

 
In 2016, primary forest accounted for 15% of the South West region of Côte d’Ivoire. IMAGES 2016 land use 
inventory recorded 783,300 hectares of primary forest and 485,300 hectares of degraded forest coexisting 
with approximately 1,700,000 hectares of cocoa. 
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Figure 2. The 2016 land use inventory recorded 783,310 hectares of primary forest, most of which is in Tai National 
Park  

 
Note: dark green represents primary forest; light green represents degraded forest; orange and pink respectively represent cocoa and 
palm oil plantations. 

 
Since 2016, 35,600 hectares, 4%, of primary forest has been lost. As seen in Figure 3, the driest months of the 
year, from late October to April, are the peak season for deforestation. 
  
Figure 3. More than 90% of the total recorded deforestation took place during the dry seasons 

 
The next section of this report describes deforestation trends in rural areas, then the report goes on to detail 
patterns of deforestation in protected forests. 
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Forest loss trends in rural areas 

Deforestation in rural areas accounted for 75% of the total deforestation in the region. More than three 
quarters of these losses, 23,700 hectares, occurred in the far western area of Côte d’Ivoire, the departments 
of Bloléquin and Toulépleu. In 2016, they were the largest reservoirs of primary forest in the region. 
 
Figure 4. The far western area of Côte d’Ivoire accounted for more than half of the total deforestation of the region  

 
Note: red points represent deforestation alerts triggered by IMAGES between 2016 and 2019. 

 
Over the past three years, Bloléquin has lost over 28%, 17,800 hectares, of its 2016 primary forest cover. 
Bloléquin alone accounts for 67% of deforestation in rural areas. At the current rate of forest cover loss, the 
remaining 46,000 hectares of forest in Bloléquin will disappear in less than a decade. 
 
Figure 5. Bloléquin and Toulepleu accounted for 75% of the losses in rural areas 

 



 

2019 Update on Deforestation in South West Cote d’Ivoire 

 5 

Data shows that deforestation rates doubled between the 2017 and 2018 dry seasons in Bloléquin and 
Toulépleu, with no improvement in 2019. Apart from Nezobly, no other area in Bloléquin and Toulépleu 
appears to show signs of a decrease in deforestation. Of particular concern, the deforestation rate in Tinhou 
rose from 11% per year in 2017 to 23% per year in 2018. In 2019, the rate of forest loss has eased by only 
2%. At this rate, the primary forests in Tinhou will disappear completely within five years.   
 
Figure 6. The decrease in deforestation rate in Tinhou, Méo and Péhé during the 2019 dry season is not enough to 
shield rural forests from disappearing over the next decade 

 

Forest loss trends in protected areas 

Deforestation in protected areas, ‘Forêt Classée’ and ‘Parc National’, accounted for 27%, 9,400 hectares, of 
forest loss in the South West region since 2016. Three protected forests, Goin-Debé, Cavally, Cavally Mont 
Santé and one National Park, Tai, account for 90% of the losses observed across all protected areas. Of these 
four areas, nearly a third took place in Goin-Debé. The remaining standing protected areas, such as Scio and 
Mont Peko, do not register significant losses because they have very little forest left. Ground truthing of 
deforestation events show that most of the recorded forest losses are due to cocoa plantations, except in Tai 
National Park, where events appear to be due to naturally uprooted trees.  
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Figure 7. Goin-Debé and Cavally have undergone major forest losses since 2016 

 

IMAGES time series show that the deforestation rates are worsening, except in Cavally and Tai. The 
deforestation rate doubled between 2017 and 2019 in Mont Santé. In three years, it has lost 41% of the 
forest cover recorded in 2016, a rate of loss higher than the worst rural forest loss rates. If this continues, 
the protected forest of Mont Santé will disappear completely within five years. Another unwelcome sign is a 
significant increase in the deforestation rate in Goin Debé between 2018 and 2019. However, there is some 
good news: the forest loss in Cavally in the 2019 dry season was a quarter as large as the 2017 figure. Tai 
remains well protected. 
  
Figure 8. Cavally Mont Santé’s remaining forest is disappearing at a rapid rate, while Cavally’s deterioration appears to 
be slowing down 
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Figure 9. The last remaining islands of primary forest in Goin Debé are at risk of disappearing in the next decade   

 
Note: red points represent deforestation alerts triggered by IMAGES between 2016 and 2019; dark green represents primary forest; 
light green represents degraded forest; blue represents fallow vegetation; orange and pink respectively represent cocoa and palm oil 
plantations. 

 

Conclusions  

The last three dry seasons have seen a significant loss of primary rural forests. They have left a landscape of 
fragmented forests at higher risk of further deforestation. The authorities should put in place strong 
protection and enforcement resources to the last intact islands of rainforest in the region. 
 
The remaining dense islands of primary tropical forest can now be found in a handful of protected areas such 
as Cavally, Diassoko Sud, Port Gauthier and Tai. The Cavally and Tai, where deforestation rates are low, show 
that protection of the forests can be effective. These effective methods of protection should be extended to 
areas such as Cavally Mont Santé and Tinhou, where deforestation rates are very high. 
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About IMAGES 
 
IMAGES is an interactive online platform that offers a variety of spatial and economic data and tools to 
help monitor the forest cover and assist in a wide range of spatial planning tasks. 
 
IMAGES was created in 2016 for the Ivorian government and other key stakeholders to some of the 
country’s needs in tackling deforestation. The IMAGES system is now in use in South West of Cȏte d’Ivoire 
and is being maintained by the Ministry of Planning and Development. IMAGES forest loss maps are 
updated every 12 days, highlighting recent forest loss alongside strategic land use planning data. Note 
that forest loss may not always be deforestation. Forest loss may be due to different factors including 
deforestation, logging, fire, mining or uprooted trees 
 
IMAGES was co-financed through the UK Space Agency’s International Partnership Programme (IPP) and 
co-financed and delivered by Vivid Economics and Remote Sensing Applications Consultants, two UK-
based SMEs. It is now run by the Ministry of Planning and Development, Ivory Coast. The UKSA’s IPP seeks 
to maximise the practical impact on the lives of those living in developing countries by partnering with 
developing countries to use space solutions to solve their specific development challenges, and in doing so 
increase their capacity to take action. 
 
Are you interested in joining the IMAGES partnership? Email us at: paola.despretz@vivideconomics.com 

 

mailto:paola.despretz@vivideconomics.com
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Contact us 

Vivid Economics Limited 
163 Eversholt Street  
London NW1 1BU 
United Kingdom 

T: +44 (0)844 8000 254 
enquiries@vivideconomics.com  

Company profile 

Vivid Economics is a leading strategic economics consultancy with global reach. We strive to create lasting 
value for our clients, both in government and the private sector, and for society at large. 

We are a premier consultant in the policy-commerce interface and resource- and environment-intensive 
sectors, where we advise on the most critical and complex policy and commercial questions facing clients 
around the world. The success we bring to our clients reflects a strong partnership culture, solid foundation 
of skills and analytical assets, and close cooperation with a large network of contacts across key 
organisations. 


