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Mighty Earth – Rapid Response Cattle Report 1 – Right of Reply, 5 December 2023 

Below are responses from key retailers (Carrefour, Assaí, Casino) and meatpackers (Marfrig, Minerva, 

JBS) to questions from Mighty Earth about their links and commercial relationship to the five case studies 

of deforestation in our new Rapid Response Cattle Report.  

 

Retailers  

Carrefour replied on November 28, 2023: 

“Thank you for sharing with Carrefour this alert regarding potential deforestation cases in our beef 
supply chain in Brazil. According to our internal processes, as soon as we received your alert on the 16th 
of November, we integrated it into our alert mechanism and we immediately launched an investigation.  

  

Thanks to the identification number of the farms, we have come to the following preliminary findings. 
Among the 6 farms listed:  

• 2 farms are not part of our sourcing database;   

• 2 farms are confirmed as non-compliant with our policy and were already blocked from our 
supplies;   

• 2 show signs of alert (fires) but without confirmation of non-compliance at this stage.  

  

Based on these findings, Carrefour confirms the suspension of all the listed farms from its supplies, either 
permanently or temporarily until compliance is proven. We will report on the progress made on these 
further investigations, and use the findings to improve our sourcing processes.”  

 

Assaí replied on November 29, 2023:  

 

“Assaí is committed to eliminate deforestation and the conversion of native vegetation in its supply 

chains, to promote the protection of native biomes and the Brazilian cultural heritage, and to boost 

respect for the International Declaration of Human Rights and the rights and way of life of indigenous 

peoples, traditional communities, and workers.  

  

Since 2016, we have a Social and Environmental Beef Purchasing Policy that sets forth a specific process 

for new suppliers to be approved and ensures the monitoring of the chain, besides meeting the criteria 

in it.  

All meatpackers and processors must be approved and compliant with the Group’s social and 

environmental commitments, by providing evidence showing their compliance and adherence.  

Since 2020, in order to establish commercial relations with Assaí, all meat packers are required to adopt 

the criteria of the so-called “Beef on Track” (“Boi na Linha”) protocol and to provide evidence that they 

are compliant with current legislation.  
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We require everyone to be committed that their chain process is:  

• Free of deforestation and conversion of native vegetation  

• Free of conditions similar to slave/ child labor  

• Free of environmental embargoes because of deforestation  

• Free of invasions of indigenous lands and Quilombo territories  

• Free of invasions in areas of environmental conservation  

• Registered with CAR (Rural Environmental) Registry and environmental permit, if applicable  

 

In our Annual and Sustainability Report you may find additional and detailed information regarding how 

we address, monitor and potentially block specific cases of native vegetation clearance.  

In addition, Assaí has already blocked the five cases (and their CARs) mentioned and does not have any 

commercial relations with any of them.”  

  

Casino replied on November 20, 2023:  

“As you know, the Casino Group has been sued, notably by Mighty Earth, for an alleged breach of its 

“duty of vigilance” under French law.  

  

The Casino Group vigorously contests these allegations, and in particular the methodology used by 

certain associations to attempt to demonstrate any breach of its obligations.  

As a legal dispute is currently underway concerning the very subject of your alert, initiated by Mighty 

Earth, the Group naturally intends to reserve its explanations for the ongoing legal proceedings.  

  

This does not in any way prevent this alert from being taken into account and processed by our teams 

and we invite you to send us the CAR numbers of the farms needed to carry out the checks, using our 

alert whistleblowing system: contact75vgl@deontologue.com.”  
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Meatpackers  

Marfrig replied on November 28, 2023: 
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Minerva Foods replied on November 24, 2023: 
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JBS did not reply to questions on the five case studies from Mighty Earth 

 


