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Executive Summary
This Rapid Response Special Report ï updated in September 2020 (1) ï highlights

5 ,578 ha of recent, potentially illegal deforestation in the Paraguayan Chaco in

eleven selected cases . Eleven cases were ultimately selected (Table 1), showing 11,462 ha of

deforestation between June 2019 and May 2020. Of these, 5,578 ha may have been illegal, i .e.

deforestation occurred a) without a license/environmental authorization, b) in breach with the required

env ironmental impact mitigation measures,or c) in a natural forest conservation areaor protected area.

Deforestation in the Chaco is largely driven by expanding cattle and soy operations, compounded by

absentdeforestation commitments from key operating stakeholdersand looselaw enforcement.
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Source:CompiledbyAidenvironment,basedondeforestation,ruralcadaster,andenvironmentalpermitdata.*Selection
criteriawere1)thesizeofdeforestation;2)deforestationhotspotsatdistrictlevel;3)theperiodofdeforestation;4)
proximitytoprotectedareas/indigenouslands;and5)thepresenceofenvironmentallicensesforclearing.

**AidenvironmentassumedólikelyillegalôclearingswhenlegalcompliancewithLaws294/93,716/96,264/93,and422/72
wasnotmet,andwhenenvironmentallicenseswerenotfoundtobepubliclyavailable.

(1)ThereportwasupdatedwiththelatestinformationonapprovedlanduseplansoftheInstitutoForestalNacional
(INFONA)inSeptember2020(https://informacionpublica.paraguay.gov.py/portal/#!/ciudadano/solicitud/32369).Two

casesthatwereintheearlierversion(July2020)earmarkedaspotentiallyillegal,Agropecu§riaMorotiandCooperativa
Chortitzer,havebeenchangedtocasesoflikelylegaldeforestation.Moreover,thecaseofAgropecu§riaTabor/GrupoGPSA

wasremovedcompletely,astheclearingwasunrightfullytaggedasremovalofnativevegetation.Version(s)ofthe
Paraguayreport(bothEnglishandSpanish)datedbeforeSeptember2020arethereforenolongervalid.

Department District Case (ownership)* Deforestation 
(ha)

Period of 
clearing

Status of clearing**

Boquerón Mariscal José 
Fél ix 
Estigarribia

Agropecuária Moroti SA 2,365 16th Nov 2019 -
25th Mar 2020

Likely legal ςjoint 
properties can deforest 
8,200 ha

Mariscal José 
Fél ix 
Estigarribia

Le Viole S.R.L. 1,390 30th Sept 2019 -
26th Dec 2019

Likely i llegal-deforestation 
in forest reserve

Mariscal José 
Fél ix 
Estigarribia

Freemont SRL 1,400 20th Jan 2020 -
14th Apr 2020

Likely legal - joint 
properties can deforest 
1,416 ha

Mariscal José 
Fél ix 
Estigarribia

Toro Mocho 252 15th Jan 2020 -
5th Mar 2020

Likely i llegal - no public 
l icense

Mariscal José 
Fél ix 
Estigarribia

MazuriaInversion SA 338 11th Nov 2019 -
5th Mar 2020

Likely i llegal -
deforestation in forest 
reserve

Alto Paraguay Bahia 
Negra/Fuerte 
Olimpio

GanaderaCerro 
Chovoreca

2,874 27th Oct 2019 -
29th Feb 2020

Likely i llegal -above 
authorized amount

Fuerte 
Olimpio

Henrique Diniz 
Junqueira/Agroganader
a Aguaray

1,138 24th June 2019 -
12th Oct 2019

Likely legal - joint 
properties can deforest 
2,557 ha

Bahia Negra Neufeld & CIA (NESCA)779 14th Feb 2020 -
29th May 2020

Likely legal - joint 
properties can deforest 
4,620 ha

Puerto 
Casado

Cooperativa Chortitzer 202 10th Mar 2020 -
24th May 2020

Likely legal ςproperty 
candeforest 214 ha

Presidente
Hayes

Vi l la Hayes AgroganaderaPyvi thur 400 6th Feb 2020 -
12th Mar 2020

Likely i llegal - no public 
l icense

Manuel Irala 
Fernandez

SanlyFunk Siemens 324 2nd Jan 2020 -
26th May 2020

Likely i llegal - above 
authorized amount

Total 11,462 ha June 2019 -
May 2020

5,578 halikely illegal

T able 1: Elevencases of deforestation in the Paraguayan Chaco

https://informacionpublica.paraguay.gov.py/portal/
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T he Paraguayan Chaco is the farming frontier of Paraguay  ïone of the worldôs 

largest beef and soy  exporters. The tropical dry forests of the Gran Chaco region in Paraguay 

represent one of the worldôs major hotspots of deforestation mainly for expanding cattle ranching, 

and more recently soy plantations (1). Paraguay is the fourth largest exporter of soy and soy 

products, and the eighth largest exporter of beef, with the Chaco region regarded as the countryôs 

ñnew farming frontierò (2). 

Land in the Chaco is largely controlled by Brazilian nationals and Mennonite

cooperatives . Brazilian nationals are estimated to own 3 million ha and large Mennonite families

and their powerful cooperative farm groups are estimated to control about 2 million ha (3). For

instance, in department Boquerón, most land is owned by Brazilians with land plots of 5,000 to

100,000 ha. Only small parts of the land are developed, with the land primarily operating as

ñcapitalinvestment and is retained for speculative businesses.ò(4)

Absent zero -deforestation commitments and lax law enforcement drive

deforestation in Paraguay . None of the eight main beef exporters of Paraguay, who together

account for 95 percent of exports (5), has a public policy to protect forests in the Chaco (6). They

include the three largest Mennonite cooperatives operating in the Chaco, Chortizer (98,636 ha),

Neuland (76,472 ha) (7), and Fernheim (ha unknown.) Moreover, the largest meatpacking

company, Minerva, still needsto expand its zero-deforestation policy to its operations in Paraguay

(6).

Theñrelativelylaxòenforcement of the ParaguayanForestry Law drives deforestation (8). In 2018,

one third of the native vegetation in the Paraguayan Chaco had already been deforested and

converted to grassland, of which the environmental organization Guyra estimated that nearly 50

percent of deforestation was illegal [later adjusted to 43 percent] (9). The law requires that any

property in the Chaco larger than 20 ha must preserve between 40 and 45 percent of its native

vegetation: 25 percent of native forest, 15 percent of conservation borders, and another 5 percent

of riparian forests to protect riverbeds (10). However, legally, roughly 7 million ha could still be

legally cleared in Paraguay (11). Contrary to the ófishboneôpattern of deforestation in the Amazon,

deforestation in the Gran Chacoñtendsto leave large rectangular clearings that reflect careful

surveying by large-scalecattle-ranchingoperationsò(12).

This report combined deforestation, cadaster, and environmental license data to

uncover illegal clearing . Rapid Response used a geographic information system (QGIS) to

combine deforestation data (13) in the ParaguayanGran Chaco between 1st March 2020 -15th May

2020 , cadaster data from the National Cadastre Serv ice (14), data on environmental approval for

clearing native vegetation from the Ministry of Env ironment and Sustainable Development -

Ministerio del Ambiente y Desarrollo Sostenible (MADES) (15) and from INFONA in the updated

September 2020 version (16), and data on protected areasand indigenous land through the SIIDit

Chaco platform (17). The deforestation alerts were confirmed using EO Sentinel Hub (18). The

period for deforestation monitoring was dependent on the start, active period, and end of

deforestation events. The deforestation per Chaco district was calculated and ranked, and the

caseswith the highest amount of deforestation were selected from the three largest deforested

districts . A further five casesshowing the largest deforestation were then selected without the

district filter . In the selection process, Rapid Response checked the presence of env ironmental

licenses from MADES for the clearings. We assumed illegal clearings when this data was not

publicly available, but at the same time recognize that they could be missing, in progress, or

registered under different ownership. Hence, deforestation is ñlikelyòillegal. Moreover, the total

land portfolio by producers/companies was estimated from this license data, but could be larger in

reality .

Out of 22 cases,a total of eleven caseswere eventually selected based on the selection criteria

(Table 1).

Introduction
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(1 )https://data.globalforestwatch.org/datasets/gran -chaco-deforestation
(2 ) https://www.ft.com/content/7a25413c -56d3-11e9-8b71-f5b0066105fe
(3 ) https://www.theguardian.com/world/2010/oct/05/chaco -paraguay-deforestation
(4 ) http://mades.gov .py/sites/default/files/users/control/mazuria_r.villalba.pdf
(5 ) https://trase.earth/flows?toolLayout=1&countries=176&commodities=46&mapView= -20.80%2C-
55.63%2C4&selectedColumnsIds=0_23-1_34-2_28-3_33
(6 )https://www.globalcanopy.org/sites/default/files/documents/resources/Deforestation%20in%20the%20Paraguayan%2
0Chaco%20-%20how%20can%20banks%20manage%20risks%20from%20financing%20the%20cattle%20sector.pdf
(7 ) https://d1tn3vj7xz9fdh.cloudfront.net/s3fs -public/file_attachments/yvy_jara_informe_oxfamenparaguay.pdf |
(8 ) https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/trend -lines/27344/in -paraguay-rapid -deforestation -is-the-price-of-an-
economic-boom
(9 ) https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/sep/18/forced -labour -in-paraguay-the-darkness-at-the-bottom -of-
th e-global-supply-chain
(10)https://www.hoy.com.py/nacionales/debate -sobre-la-deforestacion-en-el-chaco-que-dicen-la-ley-y-los-numeros
(11) https://www.iucn.nl/files/publicaties/an_analysis_of_existing_laws_on_forest_protection_la_final.pdf
(12)https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/images/92078/deforestation -in -paraguay
(13) https:// data.globalforestwatch.org/datasets/glad -alerts-footprint
(14) https://www.catastro.gov.py/servicio -linea/#!/consulta -publica/cuentas -rurales
(15) http://www.mades.gov.py/
(16) https://informacionpublica.paraguay.gov.py/portal/#!/ciudadano/solicitud/32369
(17) https://siidit.ellipsis -earth.com/
(18) https://www.sentinel -hub.com/explore/eobrowser/

https://data.globalforestwatch.org/datasets/gran-chaco-deforestation
https://www.ft.com/content/7a25413c-56d3-11e9-8b71-f5b0066105fe
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2010/oct/05/chaco-paraguay-deforestation
http://mades.gov.py/sites/default/files/users/control/mazuria_r.villalba.pdf
https://trase.earth/flows?toolLayout=1&countries=176&commodities=46&mapView=-20.80%2C-55.63%2C4&selectedColumnsIds=0_23-1_34-2_28-3_33
https://www.globalcanopy.org/sites/default/files/documents/resources/Deforestation%20in%20the%20Paraguayan%20Chaco%20-%20how%20can%20banks%20manage%20risks%20from%20financing%20the%20cattle%20sector.pdf
https://d1tn3vj7xz9fdh.cloudfront.net/s3fs-public/file_attachments/yvy_jara_informe_oxfamenparaguay.pdf
https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/trend-lines/27344/in-paraguay-rapid-deforestation-is-the-price-of-an-economic-boom
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/sep/18/forced-labour-in-paraguay-the-darkness-at-the-bottom-of-the-global-supply-chain
https://www.hoy.com.py/nacionales/debate-sobre-la-deforestacion-en-el-chaco-que-dicen-la-ley-y-los-numeros
https://www.iucn.nl/files/publicaties/an_analysis_of_existing_laws_on_forest_protection_la_final.pdf
https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/images/92078/deforestation-in-paraguay
https://data.globalforestwatch.org/datasets/glad-alerts-footprint
https://www.catastro.gov.py/servicio-linea/
http://www.mades.gov.py/
https://siidit.ellipsis-earth.com/
https://www.sentinel-hub.com/explore/eobrowser/
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Property Location

Y ellow border ïboundary of Mariscal José Félix Estigarribia (Boquerón)/ White border ï

boundary of AgropecuariaMoroti SA ïFazenda Marangatu y  Udra/ Red dot ïlocation of cleared 

area

Alert Imagery (before and after clearance)

Source: European Union, contains modified Copernicus Sentinel data 
2020, processed with EO Browser

1. Agropecuaria Moroti SA åFazenda 
Marangatu y Udra (Mariscal José Félix Estigarribia) Boquer ón

Source: European Union, contains modified Copernicus Sentinel data 
2020, processed with EO Browser
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Registration (padrón) 7187, 7190, and 7205

Farm size(s) (ha) 3,094, 3,179 and 2,988

Deforestation (ha) 2,365

Period of clearing November16, 2019- March25, 2020

Other registrations (padrón) 3355-3365; 3368-3373; 7187-7188; 
7205-7206; 7553; 7790-7791; 6247-
6250; 7202; 7522; 7527;
7530 (all in Mariscal José Félix 
Estigarribia, Boquerón)

Total land portfolio Paraguay (PY) (ha) 59,585

Commodity Grain and cattle

1. Agropecuaria Moroti SA åFazenda 
Marangatu y Udra (Mariscal José Félix 
Estigarribia) Boquer ón

Rapid Response detected 2,365 ha of deforestation between November 16, 2019 and May 29,

2020 in three registered properties of Fazenda Marangatu y Udra in the town of Mariscal José

Félix Estigarribia in Boquerón. Agropecuária Moroti , a wholly owned subsidiary of the publicly

traded Brazilian farmland investor and soy producer BrasilAgro (1, 2), owns the property (3).

BrasilAgroôsland portfolio in Paraguay consists of 59,585 ha of land in the central Chaco, used

for grain cultivation and pasture (4).

Agropecuária Moroti was founded on February 9, 2018 to acquire the assets (including

farmlands) and debts owned by Cresca S.A., a joint venture between BrasilAgro and Carlos

Casado S.A. in Paraguay (5). The company Palmeiras S.A. was also created to acquire the cattle,

stocks and contracts prev iously owned by Cresca. Both companies are managed by Carlos

Augusto Passerieu, one of the main advocates for soy cultivation in the Chaco region (6) (7).

Owned by the Spanish group San Jose, Carlos Casado S.A. has owned farmland in the Chaco

since 1883, when, after the War of the Triple Alliance/Paraguayan War, the company seized

5,625,000 ha of public lands prev iously known as Estancias de la Patria (8). In 2012, Carlos

Casado was denounced by the NGO Survival International for the deforestation of areas

inhabited by the indigenous group Ayoreo(9).

For Agropecuária Morotiôsregistries 7187 and 7205 (together with registries 3355-3365; 3368-

3373; 7188; 7206; 7553, 7790-7791), MADES approved the land use of 5,200 ha for agriculture

and 3,000 ha for cattle raising in 2019 (10). The latest information from INFONA reveals that

registry 7190under alert is part of this approved env ironmental impact declaration (11), imply ing

that the deforestation of 2,365 ha in the three registries likely represents legal deforestation.

Between November 16, 2019 and March 25, 2020 , 2,365 ha were cleared on the 14,591 ha farm,

followed by fires in registry 7187 on May 24th, 2020 (12). The remaining land should be

preserved as reserves, forest, and borders (13). Clearing lines in the farm v isible in June 2020

imply that more deforestation will occur in this registry . Bunge, Cargill, Louis Drey fus, and

Amaggi, all buyers of grains from BrasilAgro in 2019 (14), have zero-deforestation policies (15).

Banks with financial ties to BrasilAgro , such as Rabobank and Santander (16), have zero-

deforestation policies. Other financiers of BrasilAgro, such as Itaú BBA (16), do not have formal

policies to address deforestation risks (17). In 2019, the majority of livestock in Mariscal José

Félix Estigarribia that went directly to slaughterhouses ended up in the processing facilities of

Frigo Chaco - Cooperative Fernheim (32 percent) and Frigo Chorti -Chortizer Cooperative (16

percent) (18).
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1. Agropecuaria Moroti SA åFazenda 
Marangatu y Udra (Mariscal José Félix Estigarribia) Boquer ón

(1 )https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi7t5Gkz9HpAhWNqqQKHeo
h AEUQFjABegQIAhAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brasil -
agro.com%2Fdownload_arquivos.asp%3Fid_arquivo%3D4AFCD577-B834-49C8-B644-
D53FA7AEF783&usg=AOvVaw1CX9tVoYOD9Pg8lvFr3ECy
2 ) http://www.brasil -agro.com/brasilagro2011/web/download_arquivos.asp?id_arquivo=FC233CFF -91DA-4248-8893-
A 86DA6FEAE1F
(3 ) https://www.catastro.gov.py/servicio -linea/#!/consulta -publica/cuentas-rurales
(4 ) http://www.brasil -agro.com/brasilagro2011/web/conteudo_pt.asp?idioma=0&conta=28&tipo=36814&id=135829
(5 ) http://www.brasil -agro.com/brasilagro2011/web/download_arquivos.asp?id_arquivo=35548CB4 -DA7E-4C4A-
9 F53-E40B977178F9
(6 ) https://rcc.com.py/chaco/el -cultivo-de-la-soja-alcanzaria-en-el-chaco-las-48-000-hectareas-esta-temporada/
(7 ) https://www.greencommodities.org/content/gcp/en/home/media -centre/covid -19-pandemic-adds-to-drought -and-
pr icing -concerns-in-the-pa.html
(8 ) https://deolhonosruralistas.com.br/deolhonoparaguai/2017/11/08/no -seculo-19-matte-larangeira-teve-2-milhoes-
de-hectares-no-paraguai/
(9 ) https://www.elmundo.es/america/2012/09/03/noticias/1346629755.html
(10) http://www.mades.gov.py/wp -content/uploads/2019/05/AGROPECUARIA -MOROTI-SA-DE-CARLOS-
PA SSERIEU-EXP-SIAM-N°-137-2019.pdf
(11)https:// informacionpublica.paraguay.gov.py /portal/#!/ ciudadano/ solicitud /32369
(12) https://apps.sentinel -hub.com/eo -browser/?zoom=10&lat=41.9&lng=12.5&themeId=DEFAULT -THEME
(13) http://www.mades.gov.py/wp -content/uploads/2019/05/AGROPECUARIA -MOROTI-SA-DE-CARLOS-
PA SSERIEU-EXP-SIAM-N°-137-2019.pdf
(14) http://www.brasil -agro.com/brasilagro2011/web/download_arquivos.asp?id_arquivo=3DAD3575 -6FBA-4B5C-
8067-FFB743FBCE89
(15) https://chainreactionresearch.com/the -chain-brasilagros-string-of-new-farmland -acquisitions-signal-ongoing-
land-speculation/
(16) http://www.brasil -agro.com/brasilagro2011/web/download_arquivos.asp?id_arquivo=0D965EA1 -E996-4593-
8D12-D9C3A13A7529
(17) https://www.economist.com/the -americas/2020/06/11/how -big-beef-and-soya-firms-can-stop-deforestation
(18) https://informacionpublica.paraguay.gov .py/portal/#!/ciudadano/solicitud/29227

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi7t5Gkz9HpAhWNqqQKHeohAEUQFjABegQIAhAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brasil-agro.com%2Fdownload_arquivos.asp%3Fid_arquivo%3D4AFCD577-B834-49C8-B644-D53FA7AEF783&usg=AOvVaw1CX9tVoYOD9Pg8lvFr3ECy
http://www.brasil-agro.com/brasilagro2011/web/download_arquivos.asp?id_arquivo=FC233CFF-91DA-4248-8893-A86DA6FEAE1F
https://www.catastro.gov.py/servicio-linea/
http://www.brasil-agro.com/brasilagro2011/web/conteudo_pt.asp?idioma=0&conta=28&tipo=36814&id=135829
http://www.brasil-agro.com/brasilagro2011/web/download_arquivos.asp?id_arquivo=35548CB4-DA7E-4C4A-9F53-E40B977178F9
https://rcc.com.py/chaco/el-cultivo-de-la-soja-alcanzaria-en-el-chaco-las-48-000-hectareas-esta-temporada/
https://www.greencommodities.org/content/gcp/en/home/media-centre/covid-19-pandemic-adds-to-drought-and-pricing-concerns-in-the-pa.html
https://deolhonosruralistas.com.br/deolhonoparaguai/2017/11/08/no-seculo-19-matte-larangeira-teve-2-milhoes-de-hectares-no-paraguai/
https://www.elmundo.es/america/2012/09/03/noticias/1346629755.html
http://www.mades.gov.py/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/AGROPECUARIA-MOROTI-SA-DE-CARLOS-PASSERIEU-EXP-SIAM-N°-137-2019.pdf
https://apps.sentinel-hub.com/eo-browser/?zoom=10&lat=41.9&lng=12.5&themeId=DEFAULT-THEME
http://www.mades.gov.py/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/AGROPECUARIA-MOROTI-SA-DE-CARLOS-PASSERIEU-EXP-SIAM-N°-137-2019.pdf
http://www.brasil-agro.com/brasilagro2011/web/download_arquivos.asp?id_arquivo=3DAD3575-6FBA-4B5C-8067-FFB743FBCE89
https://chainreactionresearch.com/the-chain-brasilagros-string-of-new-farmland-acquisitions-signal-ongoing-land-speculation/
http://www.brasil-agro.com/brasilagro2011/web/download_arquivos.asp?id_arquivo=0D965EA1-E996-4593-8D12-D9C3A13A7529
https://www.economist.com/the-americas/2020/06/11/how-big-beef-and-soya-firms-can-stop-deforestation
https://informacionpublica.paraguay.gov.py/portal/
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Property Location

Y ellow border ïboundary of Mariscal José Félix Estigarribia (Boquerón) / White border ï

boundary of Le Viole ïEstancia Safari / Red dot ï location of cleared area

Alert Imagery (before and after clearance)

Boquer ón

Source: European Union, contains modified Copernicus Sentinel 
data 2020, processed with EO Browser
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2. Le Viole åEstancia Safari (Mariscal José Félix 
Estigarribia)

September 30, 2019 December 26, 2019

Source: European Union, contains modified Copernicus Sentinel 
data 2020, processed with EO Browser

7261
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Boquer ón
2. Le Viole åEstancia Safari (Mariscal José Félix 
Estigarribia/ Pedro P. tŢƴŀ)

Registration (padrón) 7261

Farm size(s) (ha) 20,000

Deforestation (ha) 1,390

Period of clearing September 30, 2019 - December 26, 2019

Other registrations (padrón) 962 - MariscalJosé Félix Estigarribia
(formerly Pedro P. tŢƴŀ), Boquerónς
Likelysameregistry

Total land portfolio PY (ha) 20,000

Commodity Cattle

Company Le Viole S.R.L. owns registry 7261 where 1,390 ha of deforestation took place (1). This

company is among the largest landowners in Paraguay (2). LeVioleôsSafari III farm appears in

list of cattle suppliers that supply the Republic of Chile (3).

MADES approved an (adjusted) land use plan submitted by Le Viole in June 2019 for the

clearing of 1,638 ha for agricultural expansion in registry 962, which is part of farm Estancia

Safari (Finca nº 21.075) (4). The farm primarily produces crops, livestock, and forestry (5).

Registry 962 is located in Pedro P. PƉna, Boquerón (4). Moreover, it also approved a land use

plan in February 2019 to clear 2,020 ha on the same farm (6). This registry is also under number

962, but in the Mariscal José Félix Estigarribia district in Boquerón. Considering shifts in district

boundaries, size of the property in both documents (20,000 ha), and the expedient numbers of

registries 962 and 7261 (under alert), both numbers likely refer to the same registry (7). This

would imply that the recent clearing of 1,390 ha in registry 7261/ 962 was within the maximum

limits of the authorized clearing. However, it seemsthat the deforestation took place in an area

that is or was destined as a forest reserve (8). It cannot be derived from the 2019 env ironmental

authorization public documents (4) (6) whether this destination plan of 2015 (5), that was

approved in May 2016 (9), hasbeenchanged.

Current legal representatives in Paraguay are defined as ñdirectorsin the case of

stock corporations, or as general manager in the caseof a Limited Liability Companyò(10.) In

this case, the legal representatives of Estancia Safari are Juan Pablo Cartes Montaña and Sofía

Cartes Montaña (11). They are the children ofParaguayôsformer President Horacio Cartes (2013-

2018). His óGrupoCartesôis the largest business group in Paraguay, with +30 companies and

34,400 ha of farmland in the Chaco region (12). In 2017, he issued decree 7702/ 17 that freed

cattle ranchers to clear all remaining vegetation on their farms. Investigation revealed that

Cartes used the decree to clear forest on his own cattle ranch (13). In Brazil, several

investigations and lawsuits are active against the former President (14) (15). An earlier license

issued by MADES, as well as the Env ironmental Impact Report (RIMA) of Estancia Safari names

Alessandra Crocco as the previous owner of Le Viole S.R.L. (5, 16). It is likely that she sold

Estancia Safari to the Cartes Montaña children somewhere between 2016 and 2019. Alessandra

Crocco is the widow of Elio Massagrande, an Italian fascist leader and founder of Internazionale

Nera, who found refuge in Paraguay during Alfredo Stroessnerôsdictatorship after being

detained in Madrid in 1977for manufacturing arms for neofascistmovements (17) (18) (19).
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Boquer ón
2. Le Viole åEstancia Safari (Mariscal José Félix 
Estigarribia)

(1 ) https://www.catastro.gov.py/servicio -linea/#!/consulta -publica/cuentas -rurales
(2 ) https://d1tn3vj7xz9fdh.cloudfront.net/s3fs -public/file_attachments/yvy_jara_informe_oxfamenparaguay.pdf
(3 ) https://studylib.es/doc/6952805/lista -de-establecimientos-ganaderos-habilitados-como
(4 ) http://www.mades.gov.py/wp -content/uploads/2019/06/FIRMA -LE-VIOLE-SRL-EXP-SIAM-N°-1323-2019.pdf
(5 ) http://mades.gov.py/sites/default/files/users/control/estancia_Safari_mario.veron_.pdf
(6 ) http:// www.mades.gov.py/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/RESO -AA-Nº -253-2019.pdf  
(7) https://www.catastro.gov.py/servicio -linea/#!/consulta -publica/seguimiento -
legacy?numeroExpediente=96330&anho=2014
(8 ) https://siidit.ellipsis -earth.com
(9 ) http://www.mades.gov.py/expediente/plan -de-uso-explotacion-agropecuaria/
(10) https://www.bizlatinhub.com/when -company-need-legal-representative-paraguay/
(11) http://www.mades.gov.py/wp -content/uploads/2019/06/FIRMA -LE-VIOLE-SRL-EXP-SIAM-N°-1323-2019.pdf
(12) https://www.oxfam.org/es/informes/paraguay -informe -de-distribucion -de-la-tierra
(13) https://www.earthsight.org.uk/news/idm/illegal -decree-strips-protection -forest-size-belgium
(14) https://deolhonosruralistas.com.br/deolhonoparaguai/2017/11/18/ponte -do-contrabando/
(15) http://www.stj.jus.br/sites/portalp/Paginas/Comunicacao/Noticias/Ministro -suspende-ordem-de-prisao-contra-ex-
presidente-do-Paraguai.aspx
(16) http://www.mades.gov .py/expediente/plan -de-uso-explotacion-agropecuaria/
(17) 
h ttps://www.researchgate.net/publication/338689915_Il_neofascismo_italiano_nel_Paraguay_di_Stroessner_L%27asilo
_l%27Internazionale_Nera_economica_e_la_rimozione_del_passato_criminale
(18) https://issuu.com/diario16deburgos/docs/diario_16._21 -7-1977
(19) https://issuu.com/diario16deburgos/docs/diario_16._23 -2-1977

https://www.catastro.gov.py/servicio-linea/
https://d1tn3vj7xz9fdh.cloudfront.net/s3fs-public/file_attachments/yvy_jara_informe_oxfamenparaguay.pdf
https://studylib.es/doc/6952805/lista-de-establecimientos-ganaderos-habilitados-como
http://www.mades.gov.py/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/FIRMA-LE-VIOLE-SRL-EXP-SIAM-N°-1323-2019.pdf
http://mades.gov.py/sites/default/files/users/control/estancia_Safari_mario.veron_.pdf
http://www.mades.gov.py/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/RESO-AA-Nº-253-2019.pdf
https://www.catastro.gov.py/servicio-linea/
https://siidit.ellipsis-earth.com/
http://www.mades.gov.py/expediente/plan-de-uso-explotacion-agropecuaria/
https://www.bizlatinhub.com/when-company-need-legal-representative-paraguay/
http://www.mades.gov.py/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/FIRMA-LE-VIOLE-SRL-EXP-SIAM-N°-1323-2019.pdf
https://www.oxfam.org/es/informes/paraguay-informe-de-distribucion-de-la-tierra
https://www.earthsight.org.uk/news/idm/illegal-decree-strips-protection-forest-size-belgium
https://deolhonosruralistas.com.br/deolhonoparaguai/2017/11/18/ponte-do-contrabando/
http://www.stj.jus.br/sites/portalp/Paginas/Comunicacao/Noticias/Ministro-suspende-ordem-de-prisao-contra-ex-presidente-do-Paraguai.aspx
http://www.mades.gov.py/expediente/plan-de-uso-explotacion-agropecuaria/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/338689915_Il_neofascismo_italiano_nel_Paraguay_di_Stroessner_L%27asilo_l%27Internazionale_Nera_economica_e_la_rimozione_del_passato_criminale
https://issuu.com/diario16deburgos/docs/diario_16._21-7-1977
https://issuu.com/diario16deburgos/docs/diario_16._23-2-1977
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Property Location

Alert Imagery (before and after clearance)

Rapid Response: Special Report Paraguay

3. Freemont SRL (Mariscal José Félix Estigarribia)

Y ellow border ïboundary of Mariscal José Félix Estigarribia (Boquerón) / White border ï

boundary of Freemont SRL farm/ Red dot ï location of cleared area

Source: European Union, contains modified Copernicus Sentinel 
data 2020, processed with EO Browser

Source: European Union, contains modified Copernicus Sentinel 
data 2020, processed with EO Browser

January 20, 2020 April 14, 2020

Boquer ón

279
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3. Freemont SRL (Mariscal José Félix Estigarribia)
Boquer ón

Registration (padrón) 279

Farm size(s) (ha) 5,356

Deforestation (ha) 1,400

Period of clearing January 20, 2020 - April 14, 2020

Other registrations (padrón) 5906; 5907 (total 10,197 ha)
5489 (6,000 ha)
3602-3609; 4680;5340 (15,567 ha)

279; 5481 (8,000 ha) (All in Mariscal José 
Félix Estigarribia, Boquerón)

Total land portfolio PY (ha) 39,764

Commodity Cattle 

This registry is owned by Freemont SRL (1), a company basedin Mariscal José Félix Estigarribia ,

Boquerón. The legal representative of the most recently submitted land use plans of Freemont

SRL to MADES is Helmut Klassen Toews (2). Therefore, this case may be connected to the

Neufeld-Toews Mennonites Colony. See the below cases involv ing Neufeld & CIA and

Cooperativa Chortizer Ltda for more information . Freemont appearsto operate at least two cattle

ranches in Mariscal Estigarribia : La Tranguera and Rancha Cuatro (3). In 2017, MADES

approved the clearing of 1,416 ha in registries 5481 (2,515 ha) and 279 (5,356 ha) (4). The latter

registry shows deforestation of approx imately 1,400 ha since the approval in 2017. Furthermore,

no deforestation was identified in registry 5481. The deforestation in the joint registries did not

exceedthe 1,416ha-limit, so the deforestation is likely legal.

(1 ) https://www.catastro.gov.py/servicio -linea/#!/consulta -publica/cuentas -rurales
(2 ) http://www.mades.gov.py/wp -content/uploads/2019/05/RESO -AA-Nº -8105-2019.pdf
(3 ) https://docplayer.es/9650934 -Codigo-sigor-del-prop-de-estab-nombre -del-propietario -del-
establecimiento.html
(4 ) http://www.mades.gov.py/wp -content/uploads/2018/07/DIA -928.2017_GANADERO-Y-PLAN-
DE-USO-DE-LA-TIERRA-SISTEMA-SILVOPASTORIL_EXP.-SEAM-199883_FREEMONT -S.A..pdf

https://www.catastro.gov.py/servicio-linea/
https://docplayer.es/9650934-Codigo-sigor-del-prop-de-estab-nombre-del-propietario-del-establecimiento.html
http://www.mades.gov.py/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/DIA-928.2017_GANADERO-Y-PLAN-DE-USO-DE-LA-TIERRA-SISTEMA-SILVOPASTORIL_EXP.-SEAM-199883_FREEMONT-S.A..pdf
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Property Location

Alert Imagery (before and after clearance)

Rapid Response: Special Report Paraguay

4. Toro Mocho (Mariscal José Félix Estigarribia)
Boquer ón

Y ellow border ïboundary of Mariscal José Félix Estigarribia (Boquerón) / White border ï

boundary of Toro Mocho farm / Red dot ïlocation of cleared area

January 15, 2020

March 5, 2020

Source: European Union, contains 
modified Copernicus Sentinel data 

2020, processed with EO Browser

Source: European Union, contains 
modified Copernicus Sentinel data 

2020, processed with EO Browser

7333
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4. Toro Mocho (Mariscal José Félix Estigarribia)
Boquer ón

Registration (padrón) 7333

Farm size(s) (ha) 10,465

Deforestation (ha) 252

Period of clearing January 15, 2020 ςMarch 5, 2020

Other registrations (padrón) 7334 (7,846 ha)

Total land portfolio PY (ha) 18,311

Commodity Likely cattle 

This registry shows deforestation overlapping the boundary of the natural reserve Toro Mocho.

Little information was identified on the owner of the registry, Toro Mocho S.A (1). There seems

to be no publicly available environmental permit for recent deforestation of 252 (2). However, in

2018, MADES approved the clearing of 363 ha in a 13,573-ha registry in the same district

(registry no 5246), but this registry was listed under Toro Blanco S.A (3) and is thus likely a

different owner.

(1) https://www.catastro.gov.py/servicio-linea/#!/consulta-publica/cuentas-rurales
(2) http://www.mades.gov.py/areas-tematicas/control-de-los-recursos-naturales/evaluacion-de-impacto/declaracion-de-impacto-
ambiental
(3) http://www.mades.gov.py/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/RESO-AA-N°115-2018.pdf

https://www.catastro.gov.py/servicio-linea/
http://www.mades.gov.py/areas-tematicas/control-de-los-recursos-naturales/evaluacion-de-impacto/declaracion-de-impacto-ambiental
http://www.mades.gov.py/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/RESO-AA-N°115-2018.pdf
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Property Location

Alert Imagery (before and after clearance)

Rapid Response: Special Report Paraguay

5. Mazuria Inversion(es) åEstancia La 
Cumbr eña (Mariscal José Félix Estigarribia) Boquer ón

Y ellow border ïboundary of Mariscal José Félix Estigarribia (Boquerón) / White border ï

boundary of Estancia La Cumbreña/ Red dot ï location of cleared area

Source: European Union, contains modified Copernicus Sentinel data 2020, processed with EO Browser

Source: European Union, contains modified Copernicus Sentinel data 2020, processed with EO Browser

November 11, 2019

March 5, 2020

711


